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the threat of contagion
continues, especially
among the world's poor.
Compare our response
to severe acute respiratory
syndrome. or SARS, with the
more familiar germs that
plague us daily. Compare it
1o the dangers of smoking
ar getting in a car and
heading out on the road.
Every life is precious,
but when you look at the
numbers, SARS just isn't
as formidable a threat as
we've made it out to be. Its
death rate is far lower than
that for AIDS or malaria;
corgnaviruses, like the one
believed to cause SARS,
tend to be most active in
the winter and early spring.
In addition to taking
the steps necessary to keep
SARS at bay—watching
out for new cases and
isolating people who are
contagious to others—we
would do well to channel
our energies into something
more fasting: a permanent,
integrated and accountable
global public health system
for the surveillance and
preveation of the microbes
that are certain to emerge
in the future. Right now,
worldwide accounting

of disease is incomplete at

best, hampered in large
measure by sketchy
reporting from developing
countries. These gaps
slowed our containment of
SARS and allowed rumar
to spread more rapidly than
reliable information. When
the facts are few, it's easy
for fear to fill the vacuum.

Howard Markel.

professor of pediatrics and
communicable diseases
at the University of
Michigan. s author of
the forthcoming “When
Germs Travel.”

The sudden appearance
of an epidemic typically
inspires rapt attention,
panic and action. Once the
crisis subsides, public
attention wanes although

AN HOUR
BORNE BY MOSQUITQES

Medicines exist to fight many
sirains of the malaria parasite,
but peblic health workees ave
coacerned abaut drug-resistant
forms of the disease.
Prevention (mosquita centrol)
is the mest effective.
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DISEASES

1.9 MILLION DEATHS A YEAR

maostly infants and young children

- 27 BILLION NEW CASES A YEAR
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AIDS

[N THE LAST HOUR, MORE THAN 300 FE[IFL[ HAVE DIED OF A0S [ESSecomt®
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300-500 MILLION NEW CASES A YEAR

| By Howard Markel
and Stephen Doyle
Estimates of disease
mewdence-and mortality
are from the World
Heafth Organzation

1 MILLION DEATHS A YEAR /10-30 MILLION NEW CASES A YEAR

HEPATITIS B VIRUS |

puts you at high risk for cirrhosis, liver cancer, fiver failure and death

TRANSMITTED VIA
- Mozker to child at hirth

- linsafe injections or {ranstusmns

« Sexual contact

31 MILLIOK DERTHS A YEAR
5.5 MILLION NEW CASES A YEAR,

250,000 DEATHS A YEAR

33 millon new cases a year ‘_

 EACH YEAR 1 PERCENT
_|° ofthe WoRLD.
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18 BE EFFECTIVE, T8 BRUGS MUST B
TANER F68 SIX T8 EIGHT MORTES

BROE-RESISTANT STRAINS ARE.
. INCURARLE (ANE MULTIPLYING)

No effective treatment.

. Yaceine can block chronic
infection, hut its high cost
preveats its widespread
- distribution ia poor nations. .

Measles

NEARLY 900,000 DEATHS A YEAR
30 MILLIO NEW CASES A YEAR

ENTIRELY PREVENTABLE

| WITH A VACCINE THAY COSTS
26 CENTS AND HAS BEEN
AVAILABLE SINCE 1963
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