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One final step Emwmm :5 difference after a long run

By PAUL SCHWARTZ
Cormespondent

NEW YORK — Around and
around the 168th Street Regiment
Armory 200-meter oval, Kourtney
Gallo of Immaculate Heart Acade-
my led Ridgewood's Stephanie
Doyle by a step. Two of the pre-

" mier distance runners in New Jer-

sey, biding their time Tuesday,
waiting for the final lap of the Var-
sity Classic 3,200-meter race.

Once or twice, Gallo was poised
to try and break away from Doyle
in the battle of the junior stand-

outs, but Doyle hung on, waiting

for the final lap.

“I knew it was going to come
down to the last lap and [ was
ready for it,” said Gallo.

“l know she’s fast, but at the
end I thought I was going to be
faster,” said Doyle.

When the gun sounded for the
final lap, both took off like sprint-
ers. Twice Doyle pulled alongside
Gallo and appeared ready to take
the lead. Twice Gallo fought her
off.

Then in the final straightaway,
Doyle tried again. The two run-
ners hit the finish line side-by-
side, and after a short pause, Gallo
was declared the winner in 11:34.4.

“This was supposed to be an
easy race because [ was going to
run again,” said Gallo, who ran the
final 200 in 32.6. “But it was a lot
of fun. It's always fun racing
Stephanie.”
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Doyle smiled ruefully. “I love
En_nm inst Kourtney, too. I've
ma.u luck against her this year
rSE I get another chance at
n_u::ﬁ.ﬂ.

The Gallo-Doyle battle was the
closest race of an entertaining
meet, which included athletes
from New Jersey, New York,

lvania, and Connecticut.

In 55-meter dash, Joe Daw-
kins of Hackensack defeated
Group 2 State champion Ron
Lewis of Asbury Park and four
members of the Penns Mills (Pa.)
400-meter relay team that was in
the finals at the Penn Relays.

“We've been working out with-
out blocks to get ready for the
State Meet of Champions Sun-
day,” said Dawkins, who was upset
in the Group 4 race, but remains
one of the favorites for Sunday’s
race. [ feel funny sometimes, ev-
eryone says I'm the man to beat,
but I look at some of these other
runners and their times and
they're good!!! I like not being the
favorite.”

Wayne Valley, the Group 3 girls
State champion, ran one of the top
distance medley times in the na-
tion by winning in 12:33.5 against
a fine field that included two other
teams that ran under 13 minutes.

Bethany Crenshaw, winner of
the 3,200 Sunday in the States, led
off for the Indians in 3:51 for 1,200

meters. Sarah Park, who was third
in the 800 mcun_&. ran two sec-
onds faster at 2:24 for her 800 leg.
Maia Dowdell had a PR 63.3 in the
400 leg and Amy Mizzone, who
won the 1600 Sunday, had a PR of
5:12.8, more than five seconds fas-
ter than her time Sunday.

“I'm stunned,” said Wayne Val-
ley coach Conan Ward. “I hoped
we could break 12:40 at Nationals
next month and look at this.
These girls are amazing.”

Other North Jersey winners
were Carlene Cummings of Engle-
wood in the girls 55, Katie Cohn of
Ridgewood in the girls 1,600, Ber-
gen Catholic impressively in the
1,600 relay, and Westwood in the
boys distance medley.

There were some fine area per-

formances among the non-win-
ners. Ryota Uetani of Demarest
lost the pole vault on misses to
Eric Majewski of Warwick Valley,
but cleared 13-feet, 6-inches in-
doors for the first time.

Group 4 shot champion Tara
Hallowell of Trenton beat Group 1
titlist Jenicka Carter of
Westwood. But the Westwood
senior threw a personal best 37-8,
the first time she was over 37 feet

indoors.

And a pair of Queen of Peace
runners continued to improve.
Mike Matos, fresh off his Group 2
win in the State 1,600 Sunday, ran
2:00.5 in a second-place 800 finish,
while Jose Lopes ran 51.7 for seoc-

ond in the 400.



